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19582 LIGUOR TAX DOUBLED Petition Referendum
Approved 53.9% 81.1% voted, 100,383 for and 85,742 against
Governor Hugo Aronson (R) greeted the Democrat-controlled 1959 legislature with advice to prac-

tice economy and consider a sales tax to finance budget requests exceeding expected revenues by $17

million a year (1959 House Journal 7). Among measures in response, 1957 Laws chapter 180 (H Bill 252)

doubled the excise tax on liquor from eight percent to 16 percent to produce an additional $1.4 mil-

lion a year for the state general fund. 1957 Laws chapter 217 (Sub H Bill 363) added another four

percent "license" tax on liquor and allocated the revenue to cities and towns.

So taxes on liquor sold by the state monopoly increased from eight percent to 20 percent on July
1, 1957. The. Licensed Beverage Dealers Association responded with referendum petitions against the
doubled excise tax (but not the tax for cities and towns) and mmocwma enough signatures to suspend the
new tax within less than three months. Then they campaigned for its repeal by the voters in 1958
(Great Falls Tribune June 2, September 16, 1957; August 21, Gmmw.

Voter response carried forward the patterns of noﬁn:,mu difference expressed on liquor questions
in earlier decades. Forty-four counties favored retention of n_.,w higher tax, by margins ranging up to
two-thirds in some High Line counties. Voters in major urban centers were less favorable but those in
Bozeman, Havre, Missoula and Billings favored retention of the tax. Nearly a third of the total vote
was in counties that opposed the tax and this opposition was strongest in the historic southwestern
mining counties. Anaconda and Butte voted two-to-one to repeal the tex increase. Much of the nega-
tive vote on the liquor taxes in the legislature had been from these counties. Statistical correla-
tion with the 1938 vote for liquor-by-the-drink (compare 1938:1) was substantial and, of course, neg-
ative (Pearson's r = -.75); correlation with the 1926 vote to repeal prohibition (compare 1926:1) was

almost as strong (Pearson's r = -,62).

1958:3 SCHOOL DEBT LIMIT DOUBLED ) Constitutional Amendment

Approved 59.2% 74.3% voted, 100,927 for and 69,638 against

1957 Laws chapter 161 (H Bill 4), the "5-and-5" amendment, proposed to change Article XIII sec-
tion 6 of the constitution to establish separate five percent bonding limits for public school dis-
tricts and high school districts. Each then could borrow to that limit on the same taxable valuation.
A 1950 amendment to this article (compare 1950:3) increasing the debt limit from three percent to five
percent was promptly held by the supreme court to fix a five percent maximum on total school borrowing
by elementary and high school districts levying on the same property (Rankin v Love, 125 Mont 184,
1951). The 1958 amendment was introduced by 27 Republicans, mostly from urban counties, but only
eight votes were cast against it, evenly divided between the parties and the chambers. As in 1950,
sponsors claimed the additional bonding power was necessary to build adequate facilities; critics said
fev districts were borrowing up to the existing limits anyway.

Voters in all but two counties (Meagher and Silver Bow) approved the increased school funding
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SENATE
(0) 38 (R) 17 (I) 1

*J S Brenner (R)

*W B Spear (R)
*Richard Nixon (D)
Lester C Goodwin (D)
*William R Mackay (R)
Ben Brownfield (R)
Charles A Bovey (D)

Gordon McGowan (D)
*Ray A Grant (D)
*John (Ed) Carney (D)
*A S Hagenston (D)
*Michael E Ruane (D)

Donald J Morrow (D)

James E McKenna (D)

George Siderius (D)

*Carl Lehrkind Jr (D)

*Charles H Mahoney (R)
*Carl P Minette (D)
*0scar P Balgord (R)
Hugh C Cumming (D)
*Robert A Durkee (D)
Arnold Rieder (D)
George S McKenna (D)
*Bertha E Streeter (R)
*J Miller Smith (R)
*David F James (D)
Henry H Anderson (D)
Walter G Sagunsky (R)
*J M Hofland (D)

*Paul T Ringling (D)
C E LaCombe (D)
Edward T Dussault (D)

*Earl E Clark (D)
*Ben Stein (D)

Kenneth Cole (R)
*Fred L Robinson (R)
*Earl C Keister (D)
*Charles L Scofield (R)

William (Ted) Mennix (R)
*Charles W Grandey (R)

William A Groff (D)

C R Thiessen (D)
*Stanley R Nees (D)

R C Harken (I)

Eugene H Mahoney (D)

Lloyd J Michels (D)

Frank D Reardon (D)

Webster Keller (D)

*A Ronald McDonnell (R)
Paul R Rice (D)
George W Wilson (D)
*Dave M Manning (D)
Rabert S Cotton (D)
Ward H Beley (D)
Roswell H Anderson (R)
Rex Hibbs (R)

COUNTY

Beaverhead
Big Horn
Blaine
Broadwater
Carbon
Carter
Cascade

Chouteau
Custer
Daniels
Dawson
Deer Lodge
Fallon
Fergus
Flathead

Gallatin

Garfield
Glacier
Golden Valley
Granite

Hill
Jefferson
Judith Basin
Lake

Lewis & Clark
Liberty
Lincoln
Madison
McCone
Meagher
Mineral
Missoula

Musselshell
Park
Petroleum
Phillips
Pondera
Pouder River
Povell
Prairie
Ravalli
Richland
Roosevelt
Rosebud
Sanders
Sheridan
Silver Bow

Stillwvater
Sweet Grass
Teton

Toole
Treasure
Valley
Wheatland
Wibaux
Yellowstone

(Four Extra Days)

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
(D) 61 (R) 31 (IndD) 1 (I)1

George E Gleed (R)
Clyde L Hawks (R)
Francis Bardanouve (D)
Herman L Moudree (D)
Weldon O Higham (R)

C C Bentz (R)

Truman G Bradford (D) Ronald W Holtz (D)

Luke F Curry (D) Dr George A Morrison (D)
P J Gilfeather (D) Harold O Gunderson (D)
James Wood Jr (D)

Andy W Elting (I) Ted E Nelstead (R)

Milton W Fladager (R)
John R Devier (D)

John M Emmons (D) Owen P McNally (Ind D)
Duane Rindy (D)

Charles Cerovski (D) Joseph F Holecek (D)
Fred O Broeder (R) Clarence E Sheldon (D)
Dale L McGarvey (D) L P (Cy) Tonner (D)
Virgil Hanks (D) Walter L Sales (R)

Harrison Reeder (D)

John J MacDonald (D)

Percy DeWolfe (D)

Dan H Corcoran (R)

Mrs Dolly Page (D)

Keith C Abel (D) Jess L Angstman (D)
John H Jardine (D)

Ed L Kolar (R)

Charles H Harball (D) Ray M Loman (R)
Joseph T Casey (D) George McGaffick (D)
Fred E Barrett (D) Harold L Paulsen (R)

Arthur H Shelden (D)

Sumner Gerard (R)

J Stewart Wright (R)

Claude Kiff (R)

Arthur N Jensen (D)

Tom Haines (R) Oscar Helding (D)
George T Howard (R) John Karlberg (D)
Winfield E Page (R) .

William J Glancy (D)

Clarence E Walton (R) Ralph Woodring (D)
Robert S Raundal (D)

Leslie Eskildsen (D)

Cecil C Parker (D)

Lisle D Powell (R)

M K Daniels (D)

H H Haines (R)

Norris Nichols (R) Joseph Strnisha (D)
Oscer S Kvaalen (R)

Ted Schwinden (D)

H R (Ike) Nees (D)

Henry L Gill (D)

Magnus Aasheim (D)

John V Healy (D) Mike Loughran (D)

Henry F Mernin (D) Edward R Picard (D)
Maurice Povers (D) Leanard D Regan (D)
Dennis M Shea (D) Ray J Wayrynen (D)

John H Leuthold (R)

Orvin B Fjare (R)

W Gordon McOmber (D)

Leonard G Bashor (D)

Phil H Barnes (D)

Lloyd Barnard (D) Homer J Clowes (D)
Edgar Langston (D)

Fred W Reinecke (R)

Jerome Anderson (R) James R Felt (R)
Tim M Babcock (R) Curtis E Lees (D)
James F Rattin (R) John C Sheehy (D)
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